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	Issuances

Federal Register Notices:

Federal Register Notice   FDMS Docket No.  FSIS-2006-0035

FSIS Jurisdiction over Flavor Products Containing Meat or Poultry
On January 26, FSIS published a notice in the Federal Register clarifying that flavor products e.g. flavor bases, and blended and reaction/ process flavors,  made from more than three percent raw meat or poultry, or two percent or more cooked meat or poultry, are amenable to FSIS jurisdiction.  
Recent findings indicated that some manufacturers of flavor products formulated with significant levels of meat, meat byproducts, poultry and poultry byproducts are unaware that such products are under FSIS jurisdiction.  This notice is intended to correct this situation.
For more information, contact Robert Post at 202/205-0279.

FSIS Directives and Notices
FSIS Notice 08-07

Sample Collection From Cattle Under the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) Ongoing Surveillance Program 

On February 5, 2007, FSIS issued a notice providing inspection program personnel with instructions on the collection of brain samples for the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service’s (APHIS) Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy ongoing surveillance plan.  This revised notice is a result of changes APHIS has made to its surveillance plan.

This notice cancels the following two notices and incorporates the pertinent information from the cancelled notices:

· FSIS Notice 51-06, Sample Collection from Cattle Under the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) Ongoing Surveillance Program

· FSIS Notice 52-06, Temporary Suspension of Provision in the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) Ongoing Surveillance Program.

For more information on this notice, contact the Technical Assistance and Correlation Division, Technical Service Center, at 1-800-233-3935.

Notice 09-07

Export Library Revisions for January 2007

On February 2, 2007, FSIS issued its monthly notice providing a list of countries that made changes in their export requirements during January.  A red asterisk highlights the most recent changes in the country’s requirements.

For more information about this notice, contact Quita Bowman Blackwell at 202/205-0081.

FSIS Notice 05-07

Revised Documentation Related to Specified Risk Materials (SRMs) and Other Regulations

On January 23, FSIS published a notice that cancels Notice 01-07 and reissues its content to present a clearer example of an SRM noncompliance.

The new notice also emphasizes the importance of citing relevant regulations on noncompliance records and stresses that inspection program personnel must cite  at least 9 CFR 310.22, as well as any other relevant regulations, when noncompliance involves SRMs.

For more information about this notice, contact Lee Puricelli at 202/720-0346.

FSIS Directive 12,600.1, Revision 1

Voluntary Reimbursable Inspection Services
On January 18, FSIS published an amendment addressing questions FSIS has received regarding this directive. The questions and answers are included in attachment 2.  The directive addresses non-mandatory inspection services for which the agency receives reimbursement. 

For more information on this issue, contact Merle Evans or Murray Penner at 202/205-0010.

FSIS Directive 7120.1, Amendment 10

Change Transmittal Sheet – “Safe and Suitable Ingredients Used in the Production of Meat and Poultry Products”

On January 18, 2007, FSIS issued a transmittal providing the on-going updates to Attachment 1 for FSIS Directive 7120.1.  This update identifies the substances approved for use in meat and poultry products as additives.  The information is 
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available at  http://www.fsis.usda.gov/About FSIS/labeling & consumer protection/index.asp 

Because the number of pages increased in Attachment 1, Attachment 2 was also reissued as well.

For policy information on the substances listed, contact Bill Jones of the Labeling and Consumer Protection Staff at 202/205-0279.  

Other Activities:

Access to the Communiqué
Our OPPED newsletter now has its own Sharepoint site; so starting with the 38th edition, the Communiqué can be accessed on Sharepoint.  

In addition, the archives and the most recent editions of the Communique are posted on the intranet.   You can find the issues at the following intranet site.
https://inside.fsis.usda.gov/fsis/emp/static/global/offices/oSpace/oSpace.jsp. 

New electronic sample form  eSample 

The Agency’s new electronic sample form called eSample is replacing the current directed sample forms printed at headquarters and mailed via the postal service to the Inspectors in Charge (IIC) at scheduled establishments.  It will also replace the wide variety of FSIS forms that can be used to request sample analyses when a collector-generated (unscheduled) sample is collected at establishments.

The eSample workgroup is now working on requirements for the new system.  For more information about this project, contact Barbara Dwyer at 202/ 720-5179.

OPPED Reorganization

The OPPED Reorganization -2007 information has been posted on OPPED’s Sharepoint site.  This information reflects the discussions that the staff directors have had about how OPPED can be best organized to facilitate accomplishment of our goals.  If you have thoughts about the issue being considered, please provide them to your staff director or, if you would be more comfortable, to Stephanie Wilkins, who will protect the identity of the commenters from whom she hears.  Everyone is encouraged to provide input.

Celebrate African American History Month with a visit to the Fredrick Douglas Museum

As part of the African American History celebration this month, the Fredrick Douglas Museum will reopen on February 14.  Since Mr. Douglas did not know his exact birth date, he chose Valentines Day for his birth date.  The museum is located at 320 A St. NE.
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