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	Issuances

Federal Register
Federal Register Notice  Docket No. FSIS-2006-0036

Notice of Request for Extension of a Currently Approved Information Collection (Registration Requirements)

On November 3, FSIS published a notice in the Federal Register requesting an extension of an approved information collection regarding registration requirements for many  operations that are engaged in the meat business in commerce. The agency is seeking comments on:

(a) whether the proposed collection of information is necessary for the proper performance of FSIS’ functions, including whether the information will have practical utility;

(b) the accuracy of FSIS’ estimate of the burden of the proposed collection of information, including the validity of methodology and assumptions used;

(c) ways to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information collected; and

(d) ways to minimize the burden of collection of information on those who are to respond.

The agency is accepting comments through the Federal Rulemaking Portal at http://www,regulation.gov or by e-mail.

For more information on this notice, contact John O’Connell at 202/720-5627

FSIS Directives and Notices

FSIS Directive 5420.3, Revision 4

Homeland Security Threat Condition Response – Surveillance of Firms and Products in Commerce 
On October 31, 3006, FSIS issued a directive describing the procedures that the Compliance and Investigations Division, Office of Program Evaluation, Enforcement and Review, personnel will follow at non-official establishments 

when the Department of Homeland Security declares a threat condition Yellow, Orange, or Red.

On September 15, 2006, FSIS issued Revision 3 of this directive, and on September 16, 2006, FSIS postponed the effective date to provide for the completion of training.  On October 31, FSIS reissued this directive in its entirety to update food defense procedures at or above a threat condition “Elevated” (Yellow) for PEER,  and to make available a new form, FSIS Form 5420-3, Food Defense Surveillance Findings, for use by PEER personnel in investigating food security matters.

For more information on this directive, contact Tammy O’Conner at 202-205-0295.

FSIS Notice 73-06

Elimination of the Pizza with Meat or Sausage Standards: Expiration of the Need to Include the Percent Meat/Poultry Component on the Labeling of Pizza Products 
On November 1, 2006, FSIS issued a notice reminding inspection program personnel that October 30, 2006, was the sunset date for declaring the percentage of meat or poultry on pizza products containing meat or poultry.  In addition, this notice provided a copy of the new regulations.  This notice does not require inspection program personnel to perform any new activities.

For more information about this notice contact Robert Post at 202-205-0279.

FSIS Notice 75-06

Verification Instructions for Changes in Label Requirements for Uncooked and Raw, Frozen, Breaded, Boneless Poultry Products
On November 13, 2006, FSIS issued a notice providing instructions for inspection program personnel to use when verifying that establishments that produce certain uncooked and raw, breaded, boneless poultry products are properly labeled.  These products were associated with a significant outbreak earlier this year. 

If establishments that produce product covered in this notice have not up-dated their labeling record to address concerns that the Agency expressed in April, inspection program personnel are to issue a non-compliance record and notify LCPS.  LCPS will consider the existing label approval and take appropriate action.   

This notice is not to be implemented until December 1, 2006.

For more information on this notice, contact the Technical Service Center at 1-800-233-3935.
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FSIS Notice  76-06    Interim Notice For Voluntary Inspection and Certification of Natural Casings 

On November 17, FSI published a notice advising inspection personnel of certain interim measures that FSIS is implementing to facilitate compliance by the natural casings industry with the Agency’s expectations in its voluntary, fee for service program.

Since June 2006, FSIS has issued a series of notices designed to bring the inspection and certification services that the Agency performs on a fee for service basis under 9 CFR Part 350 in line with other inspection activities, especially with those resulting in the mark of inspection.  The 90 day period will provide a transition period for industry.

For more information on this notice, contact Merle Evans 202/720-0753

Other Activities
CFC Campaign News
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OPPED has done it again!  Our enthusiasm and dedication to CFC helped to make this year’s FSIS CFC Kickoff a successful event.  Dr. Quita Bowman Blackwell, with DEAS sang beautiful renditions of God Bless America and Yolanda Adams’ Yet, Still I Rise. Rose Thomas with IEIS put together a lovely display of handmade vanilla and chocolate CFC lollipops that were sold at the event.  Other IEIS staffs assembled and sold emergency grab and go kits in support of CFC.   The kits were such a huge success, that they sold out within the first hour.  IEIS received orders for 27 more.  
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 FSIS personnel also had an opportunity to be a “star in someone’s life” by making a small donation.  All those who donated had a star added to the wall of stars in their honor.  If you missed out, stop by room 2925-S to visit the wall of stars.  Kudos go out to the Inspection and Enforcement Initiative staff (IEIS) for collecting over $500 in donations at the FSIS CFC Kickoff.  
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