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	Issuances

FSIS Directive 10,220.3

Using the FAST Antimicrobial Screen Test (FAST) To Detect Antimicrobial Drug Residues in Cattle and Swine 

The agency is moving to provide for consistency in the screening tests it employs to identify the presence of illegal animal drug residue in carcasses.

On August 23, 2006, FSIS issued a directive that advises inspection program personnel that the Agency is replacing the Swab Test on Premises (STOP) with the Fast Antimicrobial Screen Test (FAST) in swine slaughter establishments.  Also, since it is not efficient to support both tests, only the FAST test will be used in livestock, including sheep, goats, and horses.  STOP incubators and supplies are being phased out by the Agency, and STOP tests should only be used when necessary and until the FAST test is available.  

This directive also clarifies FSIS policies regarding the use of in-plant residue screening tests for detection of antimicrobial drug residues in cattle and swine.

For more information contact the Technical Service Center at 800-233-3935. 

FSIS Notice 51-06

Sample Collection from Cattle under the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) Ongoing Surveillance Program

On August 23, 2006, the Agency issued a notice that provides FSIS personnel with instructions about the collection of brain samples for the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service’s ongoing BSE surveillance plan and informed them of changes in the eADRS that will accommodate the collection changes.

However, on August 25, 2006, FSIS issued FSIS notice 52-06, which limited the effect of Notice 51-06.  The new Notice told inspection personnel not to collect brain samples except from cattle of any age that are condemned on antemortem for central nervous system (CNS) disease.  In the case of such animals, the PHV is to contact the APHIS Area Veterinarian-in–Charge (AVIC) so the AVIC can collect the brain sample.

Refer any questions about these notices to the Technical Service Center at 800-233-3935.

FSIS Notice  59-06

Illegally Imported or Smuggled Products
On September 13, FSIS issued a notice providing methodologies that OPEER and OIA will apply when surveillance or investigations identify meat, poultry, or egg products from a foreign country that have been illegally imported or smuggled into the U.S.

The notice defines “illegally imported products” as products that may be accurately labeled and properly manifested at the border but do not meet all requirements for entry into the U.S. (e.g. beef carcasses from an ineligible country).  “Smuggled  Products” are prohibited products that a party fraudulently brings into the U.S. (e.g. chicken from an ineligible country packed in boxes labeled as containing fish).

The agency’s methods for handling certified product for FSIS import reinspection remain unchanged.

For more information contact Lee Puricelli at 720-0346.  

Federal Register Notice  Docket No.  FSIS- 2006-0027

National Advisory Committee on Microbiological Criteria for Foods 
On September 8, FSIS published a notice in the Federal Register announcing that the National Advisory committee on Microbiological Criteria for Food (NACMCF) will hold public meetings from September 18-22.

The issues the committee will consider will include the determination of cooking parameters for safe seafood for consumers and the assessment of the Food Safety Importance of Mycobacterium avian subspecies paratuberculosis.

The full committee will meet September 22 from 8:30-1:30 p.m. in the conference room at the back of the South building cafeteria.

Further information on agenda items will be available on the FSIS website.

For more information, contact Karen Thomas at 690-6620.

Federal Register Notice    Docket No.  FSIS 2006-0019

The National Advisory Committee on Meat and Poultry Inspection; Nominations for Membership

On September 12, FSIS published a notice in then Federal Register soliciting nominations for membership on the National Advisory Committee for Meat and Poultry Inspection (NACMPI).  The full committee consists of 16-18 members and 
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each person is expected to serve a two-year term.  Existing members can serve three consecutive two year terms.  

Nominations must be received no later than 30 days after the publication date of this notice.

For more information, contact Loraine Cannon at 690-6647.

Federal Register Notice  Docket No.  FSIS-2006-0011E

Harvard Assessment of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) update; Notice of Availability and Technical Meeting
On September 12, FSIS published a notice in the Federal Register concerning the reopening and extension of the comment period for the 2005 updated Harvard Risk Assessment of bovine encephalopathy (BSE).  The original comment period closed on August 11, 2006. (Note: the Communique 8/1/06, edition 31)

The Agency is taking this action in response to a comment that was submitted after the Agency held its July 25, 2006, technical meeting to provide information on the updated risk assessment model and report.  The committee asked for a 45 day period after the transcript of the technical meeting was publicly available to submit comments.   

For more information, contact Mary Poretta. At 690-2282.

Other Activities

FSIS Posts Compliance Guideline for Small and Very Small Plants Appealing Inspection Decisions on Web Site

FSIS is implementing its Strategic Implementation Plan for Strengthening Small and Very Small Plant Outreach. 

One important step is development of a compliance guide on the process for appealing FSIS decisions.  The guideline will help small and very small plants understand how to use the appeals process.

The compliance guide includes information about the appeals process, a step-by-step noncompliance record (NR) appeal outline, guidance regarding written vs. verbal appeals, typical appeal response timelines, a notice of intended enforcement (NOIE) challenge procedure outline, and a relevant appeals process questions and answers section.

The Compliance Guide for Small and Very Small Plants Appealing Inspection Decisions is available on FSIS’ Web site at http://wwwifsis.usda.gov/regulations_&_policies/Compliance_Guides_Index/index.asp.

For more information contact Bill Shaw at 205-0695.
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