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	Issuances

Change Transmittal Sheet for FSIS Directive 7120.1, Amendment 8

Safe and Suitable Ingredients Used in the Production of Meat and Poultry Products
On July 3, 2006, FSIS issued a Change Transmittal Sheet providing ongoing updates to Attachment 1 of FSIS Directive 7120.1.  Attachment 1 identifies substances that may be used in meat and poultry products, food additives, substances added to this list based on approvals, generally recognized as safe notices, pre-market notifications, and letters conveying acceptability determinations. Substances that have been added to the list since the 4/10/06 issuance of the directive are in bold.

The directive is updated on a quarterly basis for use by FSIS inspection personnel and the affected industry.  LCPS deserves a great deal of credit for regularly updating the list.

The information is also available on the FSIS website at:

http://www.fsis.usda.gov/About_FSIS/labeling_&_consumer_protection/index.asp
For more information, contact Bill Jones of the Labeling and Consumer Protection Staff at 205-0279.

FSIS Notice 41-06

Inspection of Ox Tails

On July 12, 2006, FSIS issued a notice to address inconsistencies in how inspection program personnel have inspected ox tails.  This notice reiterates to inspection program personnel that they are to inspect ox tails at all establishments where ox tails are processed and provides instructions to them on how to perform the inspection.

Implementation of this notice was on July 26, 2006.

For more information, contact Robert Ragland at 720-9063.

Change Transmittal Sheet for FSIS Directive 5000.1, Revision 2, 

Amendment 1 Verifying an Establishment’s Food Safety System

On July 18, 2006, FSIS issued a Change Transmittal Sheet for FSIS Directive 5000.1, Revision 2, Amendment 1, to include two appendixes that were inadvertently not included when the revised directive was issued on June 1, 2006.  The two appendixes are:  (1) Appendix A, Slaughter Process Verification Methodology, and (2) Appendix B, Completing FSIS Form 5400-4, When More Than One Inspector Performs Sanitation ISP Procedures in Large Establishments.

For more information, contact Bobby Palesano at 205-0194.

FSIS Directive 5500-2

Non-Routine Incident Response
On July 19, 2006, FSIS issued Directive 5500.2, Non-Routine Incident Response.  The purpose of this directive is to:

· expand the definition of non-routine (emergency) incidents to include terrorist attacks and natural disasters, such as hurricanes and tornadoes;

· provide instructions to Agency personnel on how to report such incidents involving FSIS-regulated product on FSIS Form 5500-4, Non-Routine Incident Report; 

· outline procedures the Emergency Management Committee will follow to manage a non-routine incident; and

· provide Agency personnel responsibilities.

For additional information, contact the Biosurveillance and Emergency Response Staff, OFDER, at 690-6486.  

FSIS Notice 42-06

Non-Routine Incident Data Collection Efforts

On July 19, 2006, FSIS issued a notice that formalizes the process that FSIS personnel will use to collect information about the operational status of official establishments and facilities that handle FSIS-regulated products during a non-routine incident (e.g., a hurricane).  FSIS field personnel may be asked to provide information as to whether official establishments or facilities are operational because of the incident.  This notice provides guidance to Agency personnel who are responsible for collecting this information and instructions on how to complete the required form, FSIS Form 5500-8, Impact of Non-Routine Incidents on Establishments, Warehouses and Import Houses.  

For more information, contact the Biosurveillance and Emergency Response Staff, OFFER, at 690-6486.  
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FSIS Notice 43-06

Retail Escherichia Coli (E. coli) O157:H7 Sampling

On July 20, 2006, FSIS issued this notice to direct Office of Program Evaluation, Enforcement, and Review, Compliance and Investigations Division (OPEER/CID) Investigators in collecting raw ground beef samples at retail stores for E. coli analysis.  Also, the notice clarifies for investigators when they should or should not collect ground beef samples while at retail facilities.  Investigators are to:

· continue to follow the directions in FSIS Directive 10,010.1, Revision 1;

· use the Retail Ground Beef Sampling Worksheet when collecting these samples; and

· record in the Daily Activity Report (DAR) System whether a sample was collected or not.

This action is the first in a series of steps that FSIS has planned to ensure that industry maintains the improvements on E. coli 0157.H7 control that is has achieved over the last three years.

For more information, contact Robert Ragland at 720-9063.
FSIS Notice 44-06

Requesting Sampling Supplies and Using the New Fedex Billable Stamp

On July 25, 2006, FSIS issued a notice to instruct FSIS inspection program personnel, import inspection personnel and CID investigators how to: (1) obtain sampling supplies for E. coli 0157.H7 and RTE microbiological testing; and (2) use the new FedEx expanded billable stamp when submitting samples. 

Beginning August 1, 2006, FSIS laboratories will not automatically forward sampling supplies for E. coli 0157.H7 and RTE microbiological testing to FSIS personnel.  Inspection personnel must request the supplies in the manner described in the notice.  This new procedure does not affect other sampling programs.

The new FedEx expanded billable stamp will be included in all sample supply shipments sent from laboratories to establishments.  The old FedEx Airbills and billable stamps are not to be used after receipt of the new stamps.
For more information, contact the Technical Service Center at 1-800-233-3935.
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FSIS Notice 45-06

Questions and Answers for FSIS Notice 34-06, Certification of Intestines or Animal Casings for Export

On July 25, 2006, FSIS issued this notice answering questions the Agency has received regarding FSIS Notice 34-06.  Additional questions may be posted on the Technical Service Center web page.  

For more information, contact Merle Evans at 720-0753

Federal Register Notice Docket No. FSIS-2006-0011

Harvard Risk Assessment of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) Update; Notice of Availability and Technical Meeting

On July 12, FSIS published a Federal Register Notice announcing the availability of an updated risk assessment model and report for BSE.

In April 1998, USDA entered into a cooperative agreement with Harvard Center for Risk Analysis (HCRA) of the Harvard School of Public Health and Center for Computational Epidemiology at Tuskegee University to conduct a comprehensive investigation of BSE risk in the U.S.  In 2001, the group completed the report referring to it as the Harvard Risk Assessment.

A 2003 revision of the report included information available through December 2003, including the discovery of a BSE-infected cow in the state of Washington.  The revised document evaluates the impact of the measures taken following the BSE case, as well as the recommendations of an international BSE panel.

The Agency also held a technical meeting to discuss the updated model on Tuesday, July 25 in the USDA Jefferson Auditorium.

For more information, contact Mary Poretta at 690-2282.

Federal Register Notice   Docket No.  FSIS 2006-0017

Technical Service Center Operations
On July 31, FSIS published a notice in the Federal Register announcing a review of the organization, operations and services provided by the Technical Service Center (TSC) in Omaha, Nebraska.  The intent of the review is to assess the need and provide the basis for improvement in the TSC programs for providing 

- 4 -

technical advice, guidance, and information to FSIS personnel, the regulated industry, and the general public.  FSIS is particularly interested in ensuring that the TSC has an expertise program for assisting small businesses.

For more information, contact Matthew Michael of OPEER at 720-6735.
Other Activities:
Ethics Question

An OPPED employee asked me if he could work as an auditor for a restaurant. He wanted to know what he had to do to avoid any problems due to his outside employment.

All FSIS employees must get prior approval for all outside employment. Generally, outside employment must not keep FSIS employees from devoting their attention to official duties, or create a conflict or apparent conflict between private interests and official duties. For more information, refer to 5 CFR 8301 and/or the USDA Office of Ethics website.

The answer to the employee’s question is that prior approval is necessary for his outside employment.    In addition, it is important for the employee to stay away from situations that may arise when the restaurant had a problem with federally inspected products or establishments. Getting involved in this type of situation could result in a conflict of interest.

NOTE:

Most ethics questions are also legal in nature. The Ethics office can help to determine the proper laws or staffs that you should refer to before taking any action. If you ask before you act, the ethics office can keep you out of “hot water.”

If you have any questions or concerns you can contact Murray Penner at 720-3027.

  Changes in Performance Appraisal System

Many of you have been involved in the Performance Management Training workshops that are going on this summer.

It is important that all of us in OPPED become aware of the changes in the performance appraisal system.

FSIS was selected by the Department and the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) to develop a model performance management system that could be utilized by all USDA agencies.  OPM now requires agencies to be “results-oriented” and “accountable”.  An adjustment in the performance evaluation was necessary in order to meet these new requirements.
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The new plan has three main changes:

1. Each generic performance element includes a description of “exceeds fully successful.”  By providing the description of “exceeds fully successful” employees will have more understanding of what they must do to perform above a fully successful level.

2. Each standard must have “results oriented” goals for the cycle.  These goals must use performance measures that focus on accomplishments, not activities.

3. The “Supervision” element has become mandatory and critical for all supervisory positions.  Supervisory training also will be required for all Supervisors.

The revised performance appraisal system started July 1, 2006 and now governs our next performance appraisal period (July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007.)

All the training courses are now full, with the exception of August 10.  More workshops may be provided in the fall.

For more information, contact Patricia Flower.  720-9868
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