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	Issuances

FSIS Directive 5420.1  Revision 3

Homeland Security Threat Condition Response

Food Defense Verification Procedures
On August 1, 2006, FSIS issued FSIS Directive 5420.1, Revision 3, “Homeland Security Threat Condition Response – Food Defense Verification Procedures” to provide inspection program personnel with details of the emergency Food Defense Verification Procedures they are to follow when the Department of Homeland Security declares a threat condition of Yellow, Orange, or Red.

This directive was reissued in its entirety to revise and consolidate the inspection activities for food defense.

Specifically, the directive condenses the inspectors’ tasks (Food Defense Verification Procedures) down to the following four tasks:

-observation of security of the plant’s water system

-observation of production processes

-observation of products in cold and dry storage

-observation of shipping and receiving activities 

Also, a form called “Food Defense Memorandum of Interview” has been added to the directive for completion by inspection program personnel.  

NOTE:  Implementation of this directive is on September 15, 2006.

For more information on this issue, contact Tammy O’Conner at 205-0295 or Val Jefferson at 720-4999.

FSIS Directive 6000.1, Revision 1

Responsibilities Related to Foreign Animal Diseases (FADs) and Reportable Conditions

On August 4, 2006, FSIS issued a directive to provide Public Health Veterinarians (PHVs) with instructions to follow, and their responsibilities, when they believe animals may have Foreign Animal Diseases (FADs), or when the PHV observes symptoms of FADs or other reportable conditions. 
This directive was revised to reflect the fact that the World Organization for Animal Health, Office of International Epizooties (OIE) had combined two lists of reportable diseases. The directive also adds Lagomorph (Rabbits) diseases. 

For more information, contact Dr. Quita Bowan Blackwell at 720-5627.

FSIS Notice 49-06

Food Defense Sampling for the National School Lunch Program

On August 9, 2006, FSIS published a notice announcing that the Agency will coordinate with two other USDA agencies, the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) and the Food Nutrition Service (FNS), to conduct a pilot program of food defense sampling for the National School Lunch Program.  Initially under this pilot program, FSIS will collect samples of fine ground beef and test for threat agents.  The Agency will sample product at official establishments and warehouses located in Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, and South Dakota.  In the future, the three agencies may expand this pilot to include other products.  The Office of Field Operations (official establishments) and the Office of Program Evaluation, Enforcement, and Review (warehouses) will be involved in this program. 

 For more information, contact Jennifer Webb at 720-4138.

Federal Register    Docket No. 03-033F

Frequency of Foreign inspection System Supervisory Visits to Certified Foreign Establishments

Final Rule
On August 3, FSIS published a final rule amending 9 CFR Parts 327 and 381 to bring the frequency with which foreign inspection systems are required to make supervisory visits to certified establishments into agreement with the frequency with which FSIS makes supervisory visits to domestic establishments.  This final rule does not affect in-plant inspection requirements.  FSIS is deleting the requirement that supervisory visits take place at least one visit per month.  Instead, FSIS will require that foreign inspection systems make periodic supervisory visits to ensure that establishments and products meet the requirements of certification to the U.S. on an on-going basis.

This change makes the Agency’s requirements for foreign inspection programs as consistent as possible with FSIS domestic inspection program.  It also allows foreign countries flexibility in structuring their programs.

For more information on this issue, contact Sally White of OIA at 720- 6400. 

- 2 -
Other Activities:
Technical Service Center Wednesday Correlations

Every Wednesday at 10 am to 11 am central time (11 a.m. to noon eastern time), the Technical Service Center hosts the Wednesday Correlation. Dr. Gary McKee, Director of the Technical Service Center, leads the correlation, which includes all programs (e.g. OPEER, OPHS) and staffs located in Omaha and also headquarter OPPED staffs.  The staff directors in headquarters are provided a call-in number (866-736-3736) to use for this weekly meeting. 

Topics that are presented include Q&A’s on technical issues arising from emails or telephone calls: the “take home message” from recently issued notices and directives, special topics, and data analysis topics.  Staff officers who have researched the answers prior to the meeting present all the topics.  Each Tuesday, at close of business, a copy of the correlation topics that are scheduled for discussion on the next Wednesday is emailed to everyone on the Distribution List.  After the meeting information is added to a folder, “Correlation Notes”, on the Q drive for everyone’s use.

The Technical Service Center invites other headquarters staffs to present topics as well.  Please forward your topic, Q&A, etc. by COB of the Monday preceding the Wednesday Correlation to Dr. Arrington, Director of Technical Assistance and Correlation Staff.  If you would like to be on the Distribution List, please contact Linda Eggars, Administrative Officer.  The call in number is 866-736-3736 with pass code: 5144171. 

For more information, contact Dr. Arrington at 402-344-5007.         .

Ethics Question

An OPPED employee asked me if she could work as a volunteer for a political campaign. She wanted to know if she could volunteer and in what capacity?

Generally, FSIS career and non-career employees must say no to:

· Fund raising (on or off of the job)

· Running for office in a partisan election, and

· Other partisan activities in your official capacity: 



-at the office or in a government car



-using office equipment or subordinate staff



-using government title



-politicking coworkers or persons with business before your office
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The employee was given an outline of political activity that is allowed (based on government position) and referred to the Hatch Act (5 U.S.C. 7324-7327) and 5 CFR 733 & 734 and encouraged to read and understand the laws and regulations before volunteering to work on the campaign.

NOTE:

Most ethics questions are also legal in nature. The Ethics office can help to determine the proper laws or staffs that you should refer to before taking any action. If you ask before you act, the ethics office can keep you out of “hot water.”

If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact Murray Penner at 

720-3027.
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