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	Issuances

Federal Register  Notice Docket No. FSIS-2005-0048

Public Meeting on Advances in Post Harvest Reduction of Salmonella in Poultry

On February 13, 2006, FSIS published a notice in the Federal Register announcing that it will hold a public meeting on Salmonella Interventions in Poultry Slaughter and Processing on February 23 and February 24, 2006, in Atlanta, Georgia.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss post- harvest interventions to reduce Salmonella in poultry.  The meeting will consist of presentations on research and practical experience aimed at reducing the presence of Salmonella and other enteric microorganisms in poultry slaughter and processing.

The meeting is being held from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 23, and from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Friday, Feb. 24 at the Loudermilk Center in Atlanta, Georgia. An agenda will be available on FSIS’s website at http://www.fsis.usda.gov.  The meeting will also be available via net conference.

On August 24-25, 2005, FSIS held a public meeting to hear presentations on advances of pre-harvest reduction of Salmonella in poultry.  (note: the article in the Communique 9/2/05).  The February 2006 meeting will focus on interventions during broiler slaughter as well as further processing of ground chicken and turkey.  

For more information regarding the conference, visit FSIS’ Web site at http://www.fsis.usda.gov.

FSIS Directive 5220.2

Issuance of a Ten-Day Letter for Inactive Operations

On February 7, 2006, FSIS Directive 5220.3, “Issuance of a Ten-Day Letter for Inactive Operations” was issued which sets out actions that a District Manager or Deputy of Operations of the Import Inspection Division (IID) takes when an establishment is not operating and has not responded to District Office or IID inquiries about its operational status and intentions.  Instructions for recording the establishment’s activity status into PBIS are also provided in this directive.

In June 2003, FSIS issued FSIS Notice 25-03, “Issuance of a Ten-Day Letter for Inactive Operations.”  The notice stated the policy and instructions that district offices should follow when an establishment is inactive for more than 120 days and does not communicate its intention to resume operations.  The new Directive 5220.3 makes the policy and instructions permanent.    

If you have any questions about this issue, contact Val Jefferson.

FSIS Notice 07-06

Availability of Labeling Compliance Policy Guide on Poultry Food Product Dating

On February 15, 2006, FSIS issued a notice announcing the availability of a compliance policy guide that explains the appropriate use of pack dates and slaughter dates on poultry food product labels, provides clarification about the regulatory requirements, and addresses current practices.

This guidance is available on the FSIS web site at: http://www.fsis.usda.gov/AboutFSIS/labeling&consumerprotection/index.asp.

Other Activities

Technical Service Center (TSC) Correlation Meetings

The U.S. food safety system is based on strong, flexible, science-based laws and industry's legal responsibility to produce safe foods.[image: image2.png]
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  This system has proven to be invaluable with the decline of the pathogen E. coli 0157:H7 in ground beef and human illnesses.  A major reservoir for this pathogen is live cattle.  Although the prevalence is low, David Smith, D.V.M., associate professor with the University of Nebraska posed important questions to ponder for OPPED staff who participated in the TSC correlation February 15, 2006.  

E. coli 0157:H7 detection is dynamically related to local and regional environmental factors that change over time.  Dr. Smith discussed seasonal prevalence of fecal shedding in commercial feedyards and the prevalence of 0157:H7 in pens within the feedyards.  Dr. Smith also discussed strategies for intervention such as limiting exposure, reducing the duration of exposure, and vaccinations.  Most interesting was the stochastic modeling approach to estimate the effect vaccinations might have on cattle shedding 0157:H7 in the summer time, when the pathogen is most prevalent.  

To find out more information on the stochastic modeling approach and other on-farm interventions against E. coli 0157:H7, visit the local intranet to view Dr. Smith’s PowerPoint presentation.  Instructions for accessing the material are as follows: 
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1. Go the FSIS web page and type in \\Dchqfps8\oppd

2. Go to the file called “Common”

3. Go to the file called “Presentations_2006”

Materials are posted on the “P” drive identified on the “My Computer” screen as “OPPD on the IsysWeb Production Server”.

To participate in future TSC teleconference correlations, dial-in on Wednesday mornings at 10 AM Central/11 AM Eastern Time.  The toll free number is 1-866-732-3736.  You must enter pass code 5144171 to join the correlation.  

Toastmasters at USDA/FSIS

Diversity is one of the hallmarks of USDA and FSIS as is the tenant that all individuals are to be treated with dignity and respect.  One place you might not expect to see manifestation of this important credo is a Toastmasters Club, but that is exactly where you can as these Clubs meet on a regular basis - helping USDA and FSIS employees develop and enhance their communication and leadership skills.  Guests are always welcome at Toastmaster meetings and guests always observe the atmosphere of respect and mutual support that Toastmaster members extend to each other as a matter of ordinary course - this is the rule, not the exception.

One of the newest Toastmaster clubs has just been chartered at USDA, joining several other very successful clubs already operating in the USDA headquarters complex in the D.C. Metro area.  A new Advanced Club for Division C (AC/DC Toastmasters) has just been organized and will be meeting in South Building 0040 on the second and fourth Thursday of each month from noon to 1:00.  This newest Toastmaster club is especially exciting because it will afford members a chance to explore communication and leadership skills in the “virtual” communication environments of the 21st Century (i.e., video conferencing, teleconferencing, speaking on television, etc.) by accessing the communication technologies available to USDA employees.


The following TM clubs meet in USDA Headquarters facilities in the Washington metro area and are available to all USDA and FSIS employees:

USDA Toastmasters meets every Wednesday at noon in South Building 

Room 5140 from noon to 1:00 (contact Angie Salinas at 202-720-6932);

Speakers for Today And Tomorrow meets at noon every Tuesday in 

South Building Room 6143 (contact Therese Wiley at 202-720-7892);

Agri-Toasters Toastmasters meets at noon every Tuesday in the Reporter’s

Building at 800 9th Street, SW, Waterfront Center (contact Priscilla 

Johnson at 202-720-5249); and
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ALP.  Lastly, FSIS is proposing to consolidate the accredited laboratory regulations from 9 CFR Part 318.21 of the meat inspection regulations and 9 CFR Part 381.153 of the poultry products inspection regulations into a single new part, 9 CFR Part 439, that is AC/DC Toastmasters (advanced club) meets the second and fourth Thursday monthly in South Building Room 0040 from noon to 1:00 (Contact Mark Benedict at 202-205-7913); this Club serves members who have already earned their Competent Toastmaster or higher recognition from Toastmasters International.

Another local club, Speakers meets in the USDA Economic Research Facility at 1800 M St., N.W., every other Tuesday at noon (contact Chris Bowling at 202-694-5212) and two more clubs meet at the USDA Agricultural Research Center, 10300 Baltimore Avenue in Beltsville.  The Agricultural Research Center Club meets at 5:00 pm, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays (contact Robert Goldschmidt 301-504-9370) and the Plant Industry Station Toastmasters Club meets at noon on the second and fourth Thursday of each month in Building 003. Room 020 (contact Eun Hee Park at 301-504-6982).

All USDA employees should consider taking the opportunity to visit or join one of these Toastmaster Clubs and benefit from the training services and fellowship they offer to help USDA employees gain improved communication and effective leadership skills that will help them both advance personally and become more effective public servants.  In doing so, they will also join in the celebration of diversity.  In addition, Toastmaster International’s 75th International Convention will be held in Washington, D.C, this year from August 23-26 with Toastmasters from all over the world in attendance - interested parties can arrange to attend.

For more information on how you can participate in the Toastmasters experience, visit the Toastmasters International website at www.toastmastersinternational.org or contact Mark Benedict (ATM-G, CL) at 202 205-7913 or by e-mail at mark.benedict@fsis.usda.gov .   You can also consider including participation in Toastmasters as part of your Individual Development Plan (IDP).
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