	[image: image1.png]


 FSIS
	United States Department of Agriculture 

Food Safety and Inspection Service
OPPED Regulatory Developments Communique’ 

	<<February 8, 2006>>
	Volume 2, Number 23

	In This Issue: 

Issuances 

Federal Register Notice

Docket No. 05-0361F

Ante-Mortem Inspection of Horses

Interim Final Rule with Request for Comments
FSIS Notice 05-06

Re-Examination of Bovine that Become Non-Ambulatory after Passing Ante-Mortem Inspection
Other Activities

  Beef Export   

 Verification Training 
 Provided Through Net 
 Cast

Ethics Question

OPPED Speeches
	Issuances
Federal Register Notice

Docket No. 05-0361F

Ante-Mortem Inspection of Horses

Interim Final Rule with Request for Comments

On February 8, FSIS will publish an Interim Final Rule in the Federal Register amending the Federal Meat Inspection regulations to provide for a voluntary fee-for-service program under which official establishments that slaughter horses will be able to apply for and pay for ante-mortem inspection.  FSIS is establishing this voluntary fee-for-service program under the Agriculture Marketing Act (AMA) (7 U.S.C. 1622 and 1624).  The FY 2006 Appropriations Act prohibits the expenditure of appropriated funds for personnel to conduct ante-mortem inspection of horses.  The program responds to the Joint Explanatory Statement that accompanied the Appropriations Act which makes clear that the Department is obliged to provide for inspection of meat for human consumption.  Regulations for the commercial transportation of equines for slaughter are administered by APHIS, rather than FSIS.  Therefore, a voluntary fee-for-service inspection of the conditions under which equines have been transported will be administered by APHIS  under the AMA.

This interim rule is necessary to avoid disruption of operations at official establishments that slaughter horses. 

If you have any questions about this issue, contact Lynn Dickey.    
FSIS Notice 05-06

Re-Examination of Bovine that Become Non-Ambulatory after Passing Ante-Mortem Inspection

On January 18, 2006, FSIS issued a notice providing clarification instructions to inspection program personnel on FSIS Notice 5-04, “Interim Guidance for Non-Ambulatory Disabled Cattle and Age Determination.” 

In the case where a normal, healthy animal has passed ante-mortem inspection and on its way to the knock box suffers an acute injury, the PHV should follow instructions in FSIS Notice 5-04, paragraph III.D, and verify that the animal 

suffered an acute injury and allow it to proceed to slaughter and ante-mortem inspection.  This animal should be tagged as “U.S. Suspect”, which will help to better track occurrences of these situations and the disposition of such animals.  However, these occurrences should be extremely rare.

The expiration date of FSIS Notice 5-04 has been extended until February 1, 2007. 

Questions should be referred to the Technical Service Center at 1-800-233-3935.

Other Activities
Beef Export Verification Training Provided Through Net Cast

On January 23, Beef Export Verification training was provided to inspection program personnel via net cast at establishments that produce beef products for export to Japan.  The training was accessed by Agency personnel throughout the country using over 200 ports.  The audio portion of the training was provided via phone, while the visual portion of the training was shown over the internet.  

Dr. Geraldine Woods, a regional trainer from the Center for Learning was the moderator for the training session.  Opening remarks were provided by Dr. Kenneth Petersen, Assistant Administrator of Field Operations.  Karen Stuck, Assistant Administrator of the Office of International Affairs, provided an overview of the export certification process.  This was followed by a review of export certification procedures by Armia Tawadrous, Executive Associate in Field Operations.  An overview of the Beef Export Verification Program administered by Agriculture Marketing Service (AMS) was presented by Jim Riva of AMS.  A scenario was covered by Armia Tawadrous.  Then all speakers formed a panel to respond to participant’s questions posed by phone and email.  

At the conclusion of the net cast, a survey was posted in AgLearn for to record  participation in the training.  A complete set of training materials, including the audio recording and PowerPoint presentations, will be available soon through AgLearn as a follow up to the training.  A substantial portion of the training was from policy documents drafted by Lee Puricelli.

A team behind the scenes supported this effort.  Team members from OPPED who helped to provide this training included the following individuals:  Paulette Platko, Lee Puricelli, Vicki Gardner, Geraldine Woods, Dave Reiners, Cindy Heffley, and Chris Cook. 
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Ethics Question

An OPPED employee asked me if it is acceptable to collect money to help the children of another OPPED employee. The other OPPED employee recently lost her husband and was having trouble paying her bills. 

The employee was told that she could not solicit money nor could she send anything to the other employee’s house while on duty. The employee was told that she could notify fellow OPPED employees of the death and funeral arrangements but could not solicit donations for a gift.

The employee was told to find out what the family needed and what groups were helping the family. Instead of taking up a collection for the family, the OPPED employee could refer individuals who wanted to help to the organizations that the grieving family uses for support.

NOTE:   If an OPPED employee wants to help other Federal workers that were caught in a disaster they can be referred to the Federal Employee Education and Assistance Fund (FEEA). It is my understanding that USDA and FEEA signed a MOU that will help direct donations to the targeted group.

If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact Murray Penner at 720-3027.

OPPED Speeches

Dan Engeljohn has posted four different speeches that he recently delivered in Atlanta to the poultry industries, along with one PowerPoint prepared by the TSC on allergens to the following website.  Instructions for accessing the material are as follows: 
 
1. Go the FSIS web page and type in \\Dchqfps8\oppd
2. Go to the file called “Common”
3. Go to the file called “Speeches”

Materials are posted on the “P” drive identified on the “My Computer” screen as “OPPD on the IsysWeb Production Server”.
 
From now on the above procedure will be used to post speeches.  Anyone giving a speech should post the PowerPoint and associated narrative (if separate) in a file folder on the “P” drive and either put it into an existing file (if the same primary topic) or create a new file on the general topic. 

In future issues of the Communique, reference will be made to the speeches that have been submitted to the speech files.

The speeches in Atlanta related to poultry will provide the reader with a general sense of the need for a risk-based approach for the control of Salmonella in raw products regulated by FSIS, particularly broilers.  This risk-based approach will be a primary focus of FSIS this Fiscal Year and into the near future.  Regarding the allergen speech prepared by the TSC, OPPED prepared the presentation for Dr. David Goldman to give at an upcoming workshop in Florida on allergens.  
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OPPED has noted that inadequate process control for the proper labeling of foods regulated by FSIS has been a primary reason for product recalls.  A Federal Register document on this issue is expected to be published soon.

For the Atlanta speeches, the following website article refers to Dan’s remarks: http://www.wattnet.com/newsletters/IPEdaily/06wsd2view.cfm?PG=1&nwsNum=15774
 
If you have any questions contact Dan Engeljohn. 
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