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FSIS Notice 72-05

Availability of Questions and Answers Related to FSIS Notice 45-05

On November 8, FSIS issued a notice announcing the availability of frequently asked questions and answers that are related to FSIS Notice 45-05, “ Verification Activities Related to An Establishment’s Control for the Use of Ingredients of Public Health concern.” The  document responds to concerns that have  been raised by industry and inspection personnel since the issuance of FSIS Notice 45-05 on July 7, 2005.   The responses  clarify the intent of the notice for inspection program personnel and  industry.  The questions and answers are available on the FSIS website at:

http://www.fsis.usda.gov/regulations & policies/FSIS Notices Index/index.asp 

FSIS Notice 73-05

Nationwide Raw Ground Beef Component Microbiological Baseline DATA Collection Program-Update

On November 10, FSIS issued a notice announcing that FSIS Microbiological Baseline  survey of trim for raw ground beef  will begin on November 28, 2005, and that the 90 day training period referred to FSIS notice 48-05 has ended.  The information in the previously-issued Computer Based Training (CBT) compact disc (CD) still applies to this continued sampling program.

The notice also announces that all samples are to be collected and shipped to the laboratories on the day the trimmings are produced.

This notice only applies to inspection personnel at the establishments that are included as part of the baseline data collection program.

For more information contact Quita Bowman Blackwell.  

Federal Register Notice  Docket No. 05-013N

Meeting to Discuss Possible Changes to the Regulatory Jurisdiction of Certain Food Products Containing Meat and Poultry 
On November 7, 2005, FSIS published a notice in the Federal Register announcing a joint public meeting to discuss and solicit public comment on a consistent regulatory approach concerning the jurisdiction over certain food products that contain meat and poultry.

FSIS has authority over all meat and poultry products and processed egg products.  Under the Federal Meat Inspection Act (FMIA), Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA) and Egg Products Inspection Act (EPIA).  FDA has authority over all foods not under FSIS jurisdiction under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA).

As the principal regulators, FSIS and FDA formed a working group to examine jurisdictional issues for food categories that contain meat and poultry ingredients.  The group concluded that past decisions involving certain product categories are no longer consistent, largely due to marketplace changes.  For example, FSIS regulates corn dogs and sausage turnovers and FDA regulates bagel dogs and pepperoni rolls.

As a result of the working group’s findings, the agencies concluded that a clearer approach to determining jurisdiction is possible.  This approach involves considering the contributions of the meat or poultry ingredients to the identity of the food.  Food products that primarily contain meat or poultry as ingredients for the purpose of accentuating flavor only and do not contribute to the identity of the food product, such as pizza, are recommended to be under FDA’s jurisdiction.

FSIS and FDA are holding the public meeting to invite public input on the approach recommended by the working group and to help determine what, if any, administrative, operational, marketing, or labeling costs may be associated with the contemplated regulatory changes.

The meeting will be held December 15, 2005, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 

Donald E. Stephens Convention Center, 5555 North River Road, Rosemont, IL.

For more information contact Robert Post .  

FSIS Statement of Interim Policy Guidance    

Use of USDA MyPyramid References on Meat and Poultry Labeling and Whole Grain Claims
On October 14, FSIS issued a Statement of Interim Policy Guidance that provides guidance on the use of references to USDA’s MyPyramid and the use of whole grain claims on meat, poultry and egg products.
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Some of the labeling references and whole grain claims that FSIS will accept include:

· For MyPyramid- referencing the major food groups and amounts provided by a product for those major food groups

· For Whole Grain claims- using label statements that do not expressly state or imply a specific level of whole grain and using the whole grain content calculated based on USDA’s MyPyramid 

FSIS will continue to accept recommendations at the 2000 calorie level because 2000 calories is the amount specified in FSIS’s nutrition labeling recommendations.

For more information on this subject, go to the following websites:

www.MyPyramid.gov
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/About FSIS/labeling & consumer protection/index.asp  
If you have any questions, contact Robert Post.   

Other Activities

Technical Service Center Announces the Availability of the Interactive Knowledge Exchange (IKE) Scenario Comment Page on the FSIS Web Site

The Technical Service Center (TSC) has established the Interactive Knowledge Exchange (IKE) Scenario Comment Page on the FSIS Web site.  The TSC will use this page to present newly developed IKE scenarios before they are distributed to Inspection Program personnel.  IKE is a tool available to all Field Operations employees. Through the use of fictional scenarios, IKE allows employees to review FSIS requirements and to correlate with his or her work-group and supervisor regarding the application of those requirements.  Under the newly established process, preliminary IKE scenarios will be posted on the IKE Comment page for a period of 5 working days. During this period, the TSC's customers (inspection personnel, industry, consumers, and others) will have an opportunity to review and comment on the IKE. 

The TSC welcomes any comments that will assist in ensuring that IKE scenarios are clear, accurate, understandable, and effectively articulate how to implement the specific Agency policy addressed.  Those who have comments can e-mail them to the IKE mailbox at Ike@fsis.usda.gov.

After the comment period is over, all comments will be reviewed by TSC staff, and any necessary and appropriate changes will be made to the IKE. The preliminary IKE scenario will then be removed from this page, posted with the other IKEs on the TSC webpage, and distributed to inspection personnel. 
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Another recent addition to the IKE Scenario Comment Page and the IKE Scenario Page is the Email Subscription Service.  The Email Subscription Service provides the opportunity to sign up to receive an email message when the web page subscribed to has been updated.  This eliminates the need to constantly check the web page for updates.  
If you have any questions regarding the IKE Scenario Comment Page contact the TSC at 1-800-233-3935.  

The IKE Scenario Comment page can be found at:
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/FSIS_Employees/IKE_Comment/index.asp.

The IKE Comment e-mail address: Ike@fsis.usda.gov
The IKE Scenario Page with individual IKE Scenarios:

http://www.fsis.usda.gov/FSIS_Employees/IKE/index.asp
Implementation of Microsoft Project Training 
 

The Office of Policy, Program and Employee Development (OPPED) has officially begun the implementation of the   three-day Microsoft Project 2003 training for OPPED employees.  The customized training consists of Project Management Fundamentals, Microsoft Project (basic and advanced), and Web Access.  

 

The first two days provide an overview of Project Management Fundamentals and focuses on the Microsoft Project software features that will be used by OPPED employees when developing their project plans.  The third day, Web Access, provides instruction on additional features that will be provided with the Microsoft Project server.  

 

Project Coordinators from OPPED Headquarter, Technical Service Center and Center for Learning (College Station, TX) have completed the training.  OPPED will be running additional Microsoft Project sessions until all employees are trained.  

 

If you have any questions, contact Maritza Colon-Pullano at 202-690-4164 or Maritza.Colon-Pullano@fsis.usda.gov. 

Ethics Question

An OPPED employee received an e-mail that could be considered offensive by some people and asked me what he should do. 

The employee had received several jokes by e-mail that were sexual, religious, or ethnic in nature. The OPPED employee wanted to know if the e-mails would get him in trouble if he continued to receive them.
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The OPPED employee said that he was not encouraging them and had not subscribed to any web site that sent out things like “the joke of the day.”

The OPPED employee was informed that he needed to be proactive in stopping the e-mails from being sent to his FSIS e-mail address. He was told to report the e-mails from unknown origins to the Security Policy and Procedures Branch of the Planning, Architecture, and Security Division. The employee was also told to explain to his family and friends that he could not receive e-mails to his FSIS account that might be offensive.

5 CFR Part 2635, Subpart G says that each employee is responsible to protect government time, property, and information, and to use them economically and for official purposes only.

If you have any questions, contact Murray Penner.
Individual Development Forms now on Internet

The new OPPED Resource page on the Internet now includes the Individual Development forms developed by the OPPED managers. 

The documents are posted on the OPPED Resources page at

https://inside.fsis.usda.gov/fsis/emp/static/global/offices/oSpace/oppedResources/oppedResources.jsp
If you have any questions, contact Sean Altekruse.
Recall Volunteers Needed

The Regulations and Petitions Policy Staff (RPPS) is seeking volunteers to represent OPPED on the FSIS Recall Committee.  The Recall Committee is a committee of representatives from various FSIS offices and staffs assembled to respond to potential or real health hazards incidents reported to the Recall Management Staff, OFO, including determining the need for a recall.  A recall is a firm’s voluntary removal of distributed meat or poultry products from commerce when there is reason to believe that such products are adulterated or misbranded under the provisions of the Federal Meat Inspection Act (FMIA; 21 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) or the Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA; 21 U.S.C. 451 et seq.).
 
The OPPED Recall Committee representative is responsible for determining under which statutory provision a product is to be recalled, i.e., which adulteration or misbranding section of the FMIA or PPIA is applicable to each recall.  The OPPED representative also explains regulatory policy to the Committee and may assist in determining the scope and classification of a recall.
 
OPPED representatives must be available to participate in all recalls during business hours for a one week period on a rotating basis.  (There are currently seven representatives in the rotation.)  RPPS will provide training to persons interested in becoming an OPPED recall representative.  Contact Viki Levine by e-mail or at 690-3184 for more information.     
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