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	New Notices
Microbial Pathogen Computer Modeling (MPCM)

FSIS Notice 25-05, issued on May 5, 2005, provides inspection personnel with information and guidance material about Microbial Pathogen Computer Modeling (MPCM) programs and appropriate verification activities when an establishment uses MPCM programs in validating and maintaining its HACCP plans.  The guidance material is available on www.usda.fsis.gov.

This notice is a reissuance of FSIS notice 50-04.

The MPCM program is computer-program based on such factors as growth lethality, and survival in culture broth and food products, and estimates the growth or decline of food borne microbes in food samples in production.  For more information about MPCM contact Paul Uhler. 

 E. Coli Reporting
FSIS Notice 29-05, issued May 12, 2005, clarifies what information inspection program personnel are to collect when FSIS confirms that a raw ground beef product sample is positive for E. Coli 0157:H7 , and the sampled product’s source materials include product from a foreign establishment.  This notice also includes procedures for the District Office (DO) to follow, including contacting the Office of International Affairs (OIA), when the Agency makes such a finding.  FSIS intends to incorporate the information in this notice into Directive 10,010.1, Revision 1.  For more information contact Rachel Edelstein.  

Q & As Regarding FSIS Directive 10,010.1, Revision 1, 5000.2, and 6420.2 
FSIS Notice 30-05 issued May 17, 2005, informs inspection personnel, program investigators, and import inspection personnel of the availability of two question and answer documents that FSIS has issued relating to FSIS Directives 10,010.1, Revision 1, 5000.2, and 6420.2.

This notice does not issue any verification procedure to FSIS personnel.

The Q&A documents are available on the FSIS web site at:

http://www.fsis.usda.gov/Regulations & Policies/5000 Series-Program Services/index.asp
web sites continued:

http:// www.fsis.usda.gov/Regulations & Policies/6000 Series-Slaughter Inspection/index.asp

http:// www.fsis.usda.gov/Regulations & Policies/10000 Series-Laboratory Services/index.asp

For more information contact Rachel Edelstein.

Non Routine Incident Reporting

FSIS Notice 31-05 issued on May 18, 2005, provides FSIS program offices with instructions about when a non-routine incident report (NRIR) should be initiated, who should fill out the form, and where the form should be sent.  FSIS program offices, the Department, and other government agencies all may submit information regarding a suspected non-routine incident involving an FSIS–regulated product to FSIS’ Office of Food Security and Emergency Preparedness (OFSEP).  The information in this notice will be incorporated into FSIS Directive 6500.1, Emergency Incident Response, which is currently being revised.

Examples of non-routine incidents for which an NRIR may be initiated include:

-Potentially widespread, life threatening human illnesses caused by an 

  FSIS-regulated product;

-Deliberate contamination of an FSIS-regulated product;

-A widespread animal disease, with severe economic consequences that is

  associated with an FSIS-regulated product;

-Ineligible foreign product in the U.S.;

-Suspicious activities observed by program personnel while performing their

  normal duties.

Directives
Poultry Feet Eligible for the Mark of Inspection

FSIS Directive 6210.2, Revision 1, published on May 3, 2005, provides instruction to inspection program personnel for performing inspection activities on poultry feet that are presented as eligible to receive the mark of inspection.  The point of the directive is to ensure that there is consistent treatment by inspection personnel of non-food safety defects on chicken feet in plants who can demonstrate process control.  This directive marks a significant step in the development of the Agency to providing consumer protections other than food safety.
The directive can be accessed at www.fsis.usda.gov/OPPDE/rdad/FSISDirectives/6210-2 Rev1.pdf.        For more information contact Barbara Dwyer.
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Federal Register Proposed Rule
FSIS and FDA Propose to Modernize Principles for Food Standards of Identity

FSIS Docket No. 95-051P

FDA Docket No. 1995N-0294

FSIS and FDA on May 17, 2005, issued a joint proposed rule to establish a set of general principles for evaluating whether to revise, eliminate, or create standards of identity for food product.  This shared effort is a step in the agencies’ food standards modernization initiative.

Recent technological advances in the food industry have led to increases in petitions to modify food standards.  The proposed general principles are designed to foster the updating of existing standards or the creation of new standards with the goal of allowing the industry to continue to produce safe and wholesome products while stimulating technological innovation.

The proposed general principles will establish the criteria that the agencies will use in considering whether to grant a petition to establish, revise, or eliminate a food standard. If the petition is granted, the Agencies will propose to modify their food standards regulations in the manner requested.   In addition, each agency may propose to establish, revise, or eliminate a food standard on its own initiative or may propose revisions to a food standard in addition to those a petitioner has requested.  For more information contact Robert Post.

Federal Register Notice 
HACCP Plan Reassessment for Mechanically Tenderized Beef Products

Docket No. 04-042N
FSIS on May 26, 2005, is publishing a Federal Register notice to inform establishments that produce mechanically tenderized beef products that their annual HACCP plan reassessment for these products must take into account the fact that there have been three relatively recent E. coli 0157.H7 outbreaks associated with consumption of mechanically tenderized beef.  The occurrence of these outbreaks represents a change that would affect hazard analysis and could alter the HACCP plans of their establishments.  FSIS invites comments on the notice.  For more information contact Lynn Dickey.   
Information Technology Applications

 Keeping Technology in Tune with Policy
The convergence of services throughout FSIS is becoming more apparent.  Program areas are working collaboratively to integrate organizational and technological resources to build a corporate information technology (IT) superstructure.  This superstructure, the FSIS Corporate Database, is a virtual information warehouse that will permit users to view data from multiple program areas in a variety of different ways.     
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The amount of information FSIS generates is vast, and to efficiently share and leverage that information, the Food Safety and Inspection Service chartered the Technology Investment Board (TIB).  The TIB oversees production software changes that affect multiple agency programs to ensure that Agency programmatic and policy objectives and Agency priorities are met.    The membership of the TIB is comprised of Senior Agency Managers and the FSIS Chief Information Officer.
To keep technology in tune with Agency priorities and policy, new IT systems are developed and existing ones are continuously improved to compliment Agency initiatives.  In order to help manage IT development, the Agency has established the Policy IT Working Group.  The Policy IT Working Group serves as an advisor to the Technology Investment Board. The group ensures that the IT applications that are developed are designed to reflect Agency policy.  It is also charged with being involved in policy development to ensure that IT considerations are factored in that process.

The Policy Working Group includes representatives of each of the program areas and members represent the interests of their programs.  The Office of Policy Program and Employee Development representative serves as the chairperson of the Policy IT Working Group.

On particular projects, the CIO may seek the participation of members of the Policy Working Group or representatives of their offices to serve on Technical Working Groups (TWGs).  These TWGs can assist the OCIO in researching proposed information system changes or projects, developing application and system requirements, and preparing recommendations to the TIB.  The TWGs will be asked to consider such factors as agency needs, alternative options, and existing IT infrastructure.  The Policy IT Working Group considers questions about the policy implications of proposed information systems changes that arise.

Take a moment to consider how IT applications may effect or contribute to a project or initiative you are presently working.  Have IT implications been considered when developing programmatic or policy changes?   Does the initiative integrate with existing IT applications or other planned systems? Does it use technology that fits the strategic direction that management has defined?  These are just a few of the questions program area representatives consider when serving on technical working groups. 

If a project you are working on requires the need of a new IT application or the restructuring an existing one, contact Charles Gioglio at Charles.Gioglio@fsis.usda.gov or Val Jefferson at Valeria.Jefferson@fsis.usda.gov with the Inspection Enforcement and Initiatives Staff.   
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