The Food Safety and Inspection Service will hold an audio employee-only town hall  on September 6, 2006, from 12:30pm – 1:30 pm Eastern Daylight Savings Time.  USDA Under Secretary for Food Safety Richard Raymond, Deputy Under Secretary Dr. Curt Mann, FSIS Administrator Dr. Barbara Masters and Assistant Administrator Bryce Quick will update the Agency on its more robust risk-based inspection system (RBIS) and use of broadband telecommunications in our field offices and inspection plants. 

The meeting will allow FSIS employees to hear an update on these important topics and then afterwards participate in a question and answer session with FSIS leadership.  The call-in number for this town hall meeting will be provided in a subsequent issue of “News & Notes.” A transcript of the meeting will be posted on the FSIS Intranet site (https://inside.fsis.usda.gov/fsis/emp/static/global/news/news.jsp) in the near future for those employees unable to listen to the September 6 call. You will need to have an e-authenticated ID before you log on to this site.

All FSIS offices, both in Washington and around the country, are encouraged to log in to the town hall meetings as a group so that there are ample open phone lines for as many employees as possible.  Participants may call in to the meeting by dialing 1-800-857-9773.  The pass code is “TOWNHALL” and the leader will be Dr. Barbara Masters.  You will need the pass code and meeting leader’s name to activate your call.
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