Mobile I  Diary – October 31 

Driver Tim Leonard  

October 27 through November 1, Louisiana: en route to New Orleans through Gulfport and Slidell
“We headed to New Orleans right down I -10 through Gulfport and Slidell….just where  we started 6 weeks ago….Taking that same route, I saw that  there weren’t  substantive changes…A  lot of the bigger pieces of debris had been picked up, but the smaller debris and trash had just been kicked around.
“Gulfport itself was in pretty good shape….but along the west part of Slidell, it was a catastrophic disaster.… The devastation was incredible.  I wanted to gas up the Mobile close to New Orleans in case there was no gas available in New Orleans.   …We found one gas station open – with a pump working, but no power  to pay by credit card.. So we had to pull together $110 in cash …… 

“Taking I-10 out of Slidell, we crossed that big 2-way bridge… on the southern span…The bridge is concrete cement with portions of the road completely hoisted off the girders.  One span is open and goes both ways……and traffic just backs up …. 
“Beyond the bridge, there’s evidence everywhere of the terrific hurricane… It all looks  like ghost towns…mile after mile…no power, no facilities…vehicles still sitting in driveways, covered with soot and dust……… roofs ripped off…no one driving around, no one walking around…mile and after mile after mile…..and  this is 10 miles before we got into New Orleans…..
“We rolled into New Orleans….and had 800 people come out to us.  We were at one of the only full service stores open.  All the businesses, shops, restaurants are closed.  Here where we are there’s one hotel open and the hotel has a café with a revised menu – just microwaved food.  Down the road, there’s a bar.  Everything else is closed.  And this is right on the outside of the French Quarter – the Garden District…..

“When we have big crowds – 800 or more – there’s no time to hear stories but a lot of people have questions…about the materials we give them – dealing with odors, mold and clean drinking water…..  We hear lots of genuine “thank yous” …sincere appreciation for being down there and a lot of “God Bless you”…

“This has been a polite crowd…when you have that many people on line, there’s a tendency for some people to want more than their share.  But here we have what seems to be a post-hurricane culture…..they’re resigned to dealing with a catastrophe and moving forward…. There’s a lot of pride in attempting to rebuild…but the process is such an enormous task…it’s impossible to move quickly….

“The damage and destruction looks like it happened a week ago……
