Mobile 2  
USDA Food Safety Mobile 2  -- created to assist hurricane victims in areas that Mobile 1 could not reach – began its travels on October 4.  Driver Walt Olsted and his wife Rosemary Olsted began and ended the journey through Texas and Louisiana  Here are excerpts from their diary entries as the hurricane outreach mission ends:
October 31, Houston

Driver Walt Olsted:
“We’re tired…it’s been tough – it really has.  For the last six nights, we were sleeping out in a field without any hook ups….Living conditions were primitive but not terribly uncomfortable….. When we looked around and saw what other people were going through --we had nothing to complain about….
“The Lake Charles area was hard hit by the storm….we saw quite a bit of damage to the buildings….brick did better than wood… but every building has significant roof damage…

“There was the shell of a supermarket in Cameron where we planned to be …we tried to take pictures, but there were only shots of devastation, the building literally torn apart.  
“Back in Houston today, we gave out materials at a community center event…. All of the people were recent immigrants taking English as a Second Language (ESL) classes…people .from Central America -- Guatemala, Mexico.  Two volunteers helped us out from the local inspection personnel in Houston. Elaine McGill and Arturo Barerra from the East Texas area.  ...We gave out everything we had…. 
“I remember when we started out on Oct 4 ….. We drove the Mobile from Mesa, Arizona into Houston…and we worked 11 straight days….. We started living in the FEMA camp where we met a lot of volunteers – Forest Service, Job Corps people, faith based groups, Red Cross, Salvation Army.  They were all interested in the work we were doing --  Many of them had been on the road a long time …
“People everywhere were so grateful that we were there and trying to help….

Rosemary Olsted:

“I remember taking the Mobile to our first store to give out food safety materials…  Walter went inside to contact the manager and people come over to me to ask, “How much does it cost to rent this…?”  They thought we were on vacation…because we didn’t have the USDA banner up yet…the van just looked like a regular RV.  I told them what we were doing – this is from the government and showed them what we had…

“One  woman came over to me, said she didn’t have a lot of money but she took in stray animals and abused animals….When the hurricane came and they had to leave, she had to put down all her dogs at one time…I’m standing there in the parking lot and just started crying with her…
“People just wanted to come up and tell you the awful things that happened.  Yesterday, we just met a woman on our way back to Houston  who said she came to take care of her grandmother, but they’re trying to leave…to get away from any more hurricanes.  
“When we were in Cameron, we drove by this church, and I saw this man with 2 pots of newly planted flowers…..I asked him about it and he said that after the hurricane, his wife made him promise to take care of the flowers in front of the church….even though the town is almost empty…..there’s hardly anyone working there.  He was working for an oil company that’s keeping some people in town to clean up the facilities.  This man was trying to find neighbors, look for belongings…anything salvageable to take back to families……

“So many incredible stories we heard all along the way…..people would say, “All my stuff floated away but at least I’m here”…. 
“There was a woman from Orange, Texas, who had been in an assisted living apartment for seniors– then the storm hit.  In three weeks she says she’s been in 10 different facilities..first private homes, then battered women facilities….wound up in. hotels…but has no idea where she’ll be next or permanently…… ……..

“I’m so glad we did this….in some small part, we helped  people…..99 percent were so grateful for everything….even listening to them, commiserating with them for a couple of minutes……….giving them something they could use after everything they went through….

“I remember when the call came asking us if we would go take a Mobile on the road to help hurricane victims.  We were camping in the Smoky Mountains at the time….we said yes, but had no idea what it would be like…. no idea….   
“The biggest thing I came away with – is the next time I see anything on 

TV where there has been a disaster….look at it but realize it’s 10 times worse than what you’re seeing on a TV screen…You can’t possibly appreciate the devastation in those little towns that we saw….it’s too much for anyone to handle…….

