MOBILE 1
 

Mobile 1 Driver Tim Leonard has been taking the USDA Food Safety Mobile throughout the country since it was launched in March 2003.  He has continued through the hurricane disaster follow-up efforts that began on September 16.  Excerpts from Tim’s diary are posted on the Intranet.  Below are excerpts of recent diary entries from FSIS staff members who volunteered to travel with the Mobile to assist with disaster relief outreach efforts. Carma Pauli and Janice Adams-King are Public Health Commission Corp Officers:

Thursday, October 13, 2005 Montgomery, Alabama, Day 27 of Mobile 1 

Janice Adams-King: 

“I visited OB-Gyn Associates of Montgomery (Alabama) and explained foodborne illness and the adverse consequences of Listeria and delivered packets of Listeria flyers and Fight BAC!™ magnets.  Also met with the Environmental Health Officer at the Walker County Health Dept to discuss underreporting of foodborne illnesses…gave materials on Listeria , Fight BAC!™ , Cooking for Groups, book markers , Coloring Books,  BAC Storybooks, BAC Catcher, Thermy™ and Is It Done Yet Brochures, and the Mobile game…
“They were excited to receive the materials and certainly understand the need to promote safe food handling behaviors …This outreach will offer targeted distribution to pregnant women, parents, and children .
 Friday, October 14, 2005, Alabama National Fair, Montgomery, Alabama

Janice Adams-King: 

“At the Alabama National Fair, we had major support from state, county, and university volunteers.  There’s great enthusiasm for the Food Safety Game for adults and children alike – We wore the Thermy™ costume intermittently and that was a draw … The Mobile was in a great location with numerous teachable moments.
Saturday, October 15, 2005, Alabama National Fair  

Janice Adams-King:

“Great teamwork with 1,800 visiting the Mobile, playing the Food Safety Game, and learning about food safety.  Both BAC and Thermy™ joined the crowd today -- bringing much intrigue and enthusiasm.  It is so rewarding to see firsthand how much consumers appreciate and appear willing to receive the food safety messages we share.

Sun Oct 16, 2005, Alabama National Fair

Janice Adams-King:
“Over 1200 people visited the Mobile. -- the enthusiasm displayed by the visitors. volunteers, and staff was phenomenal -- Great team spirit with opportunities to share food safety education maximized.  Though labor intensive, I would do it again in a heartbeat because it is so rewarding.   

Mon Oct 17, 2005 
Carma Pauli:

“Catherine Rockwell (FSIS volunteer) and I distributed 500 brochures, children's CDs, hand wipes, and Food Safety Mobile bags at the Maxwell Air Force Base: we met with the dietitian at the Health and Wellness Center, the military public health office that conducts all on-base food handlers’ training, and the youth activities program director.  I also went to the VA Medical Center and provided outreach materials to dietitians there. 

Wednesday, October 18-19, Montgomery, Alabama

Carma Pauli:

“Today at the Vestavia Publix store we provided food safety materials to approximately 300 customers.  The store manager was extremely helpful, and they allowed us to have tables at both store entry/exit doors. The next day, we gave education materials and samples of bleach and baking soda to hundreds of customers at a second grocery store... 

“We also prepared packets of information for early childhood outreach….and delivered them to the Montgomery County Women Infants and Children (WIC) Supplemental Food Program office.  The nurse educator there and the clinical and food service dieticians at the Baptist Medical Hospital were happy to receive our materials.  They will handle the next stage of distribution.  

