Mobile II

The driver of Mobile 2 -- Walt Olsted --retired from FSIS as the Deputy District Manager in Minneapolis. He has been the backup driver for the original Mobile (Mobile 1) for a number of events. He is taking Mobile 2 for its visits to areas affected by Rita in Texas and Louisiana. His wife, Rosemarie, is traveling with him and assisting with the visits. 
Laura Reiser has been a public affairs specialist with the Food SafetyEducation Staff since 2002 and was on the team that started the Food Safety Mobile. She will be with Mobile 2 for its first two weeks. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
In its first three days in the Houston area, Mobile 2 visited two grocery stores and a WIC office (Women, Infants & Children program) providing food safety information and supplies.
Mobile 2 -- Journal (Laura Reiser) 

Friday 10/7, Day 1
"After driving the leased "Mobile 2" from Phoenix, Walt Olsted  and his wife, Rosemarie, arrived and picked up about 75 boxes of supplies and materials. They had driven 1,200 miles in three and a half days to get it here, after flying from the east coast to pick it up. 

"When I arrived in Houston, it wasn't obvious by looking around that there had been a hurricane here in the city. There were a few leaning billboard structures. All that was left of them were the frames. 
"On the radio they were talking to people east of here in Beaumont and Jefferson County. Many are still without power, and having a hard time getting in touch with relief agencies. Schools there are scheduled to open Monday though many homes are still without power. 
Saturday-10/8, Day 2, Mobile 2

Saturday, Houston, TX, Kroger grocery store, 78 degrees, partly cloudy and pleasant
"All 500 bags of materials -- food safety information, hand sanitizers, refrigerator thermometers --  handed out from 1-6 pm. Saw about 1,000 people. 

"It took us a little while to figure out how to set up with the new banners and displays. We got started pretty close to 1:00. It was quite slow until about 3:30 or 4:00.  The folks at Kroger added to the goodies by providing free cookies and soda for customers. The manager on duty (Patty Myer) and her staff were great hosts to us.   

"We met a handful of people displaced from New Orleans and Lake Charles. Those still planning to go home and clean up were grateful for the information. 

 

Monday, Oct. 10, Pearland, Texas, Women and Children Office (WIC)
"Low 80s, pouring down rain during our drive and set up. We parked close and set up a table and banner in the waiting room. About 80 percent of the clients at the office today spoke Spanish. 
"Reassessed where we are with supplies. We'll have to be sure we get enough to get us through Monday. We've got 4 more WIC visits this week and grocery stores on Saturday and Monday. We are looking forward to volunteer help arriving this weekend too. 

 "We really hit the ground running and haven't been able to sort through things as we would like. We may shift some WIC visits to take advantage of the busiest times at each location. 

Looking ahead:  Tuesday, Oct. 11 -- Clute WIC; Wed, 10/12, morning-Sweeny, afternoon-Freeport. Thursday, 10/13, Alvin. 
