CDR Janice Adams-King, a nurse officer in the United States Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, is a Public Health/Public Affairs Specialist with the Food Safety Education Staff (FSES).  She is deployed with the original Food Safety Mobile (Mobile I) from October 6 - 17, in Mississippi, then heading to Alabama.
 Holly McPeak has been a Public Affairs Specialist on the FSES staff since 1998. She has staffed the Mobile many times throughout the country since it was launched in 2003 and traveled with Mobile I  from October 6-11 in Mississippi.
 Tim Leonard, Driver, continues his Mobile Diary:
Highlights of Sunday October 2, Day 16 - Monday, October 10, Day 24 - Louisiana to Mississippi
"On Monday, October 3, we reached the Food Bank at Brookhaven, Mississippi.  Over 250 people were there - mostly victims from the coastal cities.    Some even came from Lake Charles where we just left.....Many of these little towns had a massive influx from the hurricane survivors.....  They were displaced and needed a place to go.  

"They were very appreciative of the Food Bank hand outs - rice, sugar, coffee, canned goods - and of our material - bleach, refrigerator thermometers, baking soda. These were people forced to evacuate from the coastal cities because of Rita or Katrina.....
"We headed up to Hattiesburg and stayed at a campsite where we had to use bottled water for everything, even for brushing teeth.  The tap water had a rough color and an off odor... we didn't have a lot of confidence in it being safe. 
"30,000 people came into Hattiesburg because of the displacement...it's been a huge strain on housing, social services, the medical community.....This was once a quiet Southern town but now - traffic jams, lines everywhere.........
"Hattiesburg  is 60 miles inland, so it wasn't hammered that hard...most of the stores were open....But the trees really got clobbered and brought down the phone and power lines....the strength of the storm was enough to rip everything out ....no electricity, refrigerators shut down - odors in  refrigerator...and it took quite a awhile to get debris away.  People appreciated the refrigerator thermometers we gave them........
"Throughout all these events, there's an underlying theme we need to capture.... People appreciated that we provided useful information - but we also brought a message that people care about them.... that we care enough to set up displays in the hot sun.... as the temperatures hit record highs.....  
Janice Adams-King- joined Mobile I on October 6, in Jackson, Mississippi at the state.  Her impressions follow:
"I found it to be very exciting and invigorating... it validates the need to use the Mobile for communicating food safety information....Families of all ages came by....there were pregnant women who didn't know about Listeria  ...we gave out refrigerator thermometers and many people didn't know about keeping a refrigerator at 40 degrees to  keep down bacterial growth.........

"A lot of children said they knew about handwashing, but they didn't do it.  We reinforced how important it was..........there were continuous opportunities for teachable moments...

"We had volunteers from Jackson public schools , Mississippi  State Extension services.....a local university and  FSIS (Claurice Nash, EIAO, Patricia Halbleib, RMA)...  a great team effort to reach people.  

"I would show people our publication, "Cooking for Groups" - with refrigerator storage charts and cooking temperatures, and they would get excited and say, "I could keep that in the kitchen!"....

"This is my first time on the Mobile...It's working in the sun....long hours -- challenging, but very rewarding!

Holly McPeak, FSES Public Affairs Specialist joined the Mobile team October 6 to11.  Below are some of Holly's impressions of the Mobile's time in Jackson, Mississippi at the state fair and at a daycare center:
 "We gave food safety coloring books and hand sanitizer gel to day care centers ...and information about handwashing...and bacteria...

"Many families stood in lines at the fair to get hanging refrigerator thermometers, hand sanitizer gel....and hot/cold bags.  ....... The state fair provided relief and support..... 

"Many people who were displaced relocated to Jackson (Mississippi).   They talked about losing all the food in their refrigerators. They liked our fact sheet on eliminating refrigerator odors. We also gave out food service magnets, posters and food thermometers to more than 50 food service vendors at the fair.  They really appreciated that.   

"Some people told us stories - one woman has to decide whether or not to take a job offer in Massachusetts or stay and wait for help in New Orleans to rebuild.  Many people are planning to relocate to be closer to family all around the country.........One fellow told me he was trying to cook all the food in his freezer, but couldn't do it fast enough... he lost a lot ....He knew the expression, "when in doubt, throw it out..." and so did a lot of people....

Of the 40,000 people per day that attended the Mississippi State Fair, 5,500 visited the Mobile during its three days there. "The Oxford Eagle" newspaper sent a reporter and photographer and the "Mississippi Business Journal" interviewed staff.  Both stories will be published this week. 
