USDA Food Safety Mobile Diary Day 13, Thursday, September 29, 2005

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Albertson’s Grocery Store

“I got up two hours early to get to Baton Rouge because the main road – I 10 – had been closed…and that’s what carries all the traffic.  But we lucked out – Thursday morning – the day we were leaving – I-10 opened up again.

“Once we got to Baton Rouge, there was lots of traffic….things were moving.  Four weeks after the hurricane, a lot seems back to normal.  

“We did our work at Albertson’s from inside the store because there wasn’t really room outside.… (Volunteers were Sheryl Standridge, FSIS, and Marlene Janes, Dept. of Food Science, Louisiana State University,Baton Rouge)   We told people to do their shopping first and then stop back on their way out to pick up information and talk to us 
“We talked to people about food safety and gave them materials, but most people were beyond needing bleach or finding out how to remove odors.  Things were already cleaned up.  

“But we heard that Lake Charles (Louisiana) was in really bad shape. No power, no water no nothing…. 

“So we talked to Tim McGowan (director of food safety for Albertson’s in Texas, Louisiana & Oklahoma) and to staff back in Washington, and decided to cancel the rest of the Baton Rouge events and head straight to Lake Charles.  We thought we’d have more beneficial effect there.

“We had the store (Albertson’s) ship what was already delivered to Lake Charles; Jason (Waggoner, FSES staff, Beltsville, MD) redirected our supplies, and we asked a vendor to send his materials to Lake Charles…

“So instead of Friday, Saturday, Sunday in Baton Rouge, we would go to Lake Charles -- one store (Albertson’s) on Saturday, and another store on Sunday.  

“We’ll try to get an early start on Friday because they have strict curfews in Lake Charles – it’s part of the area that Rita hammered so hard – they have tight curfews, tight controls and a lot of people.  They have no power, no water –

“It’s good we were able to make a change quickly once we saw and heard what was going on --  They need us more there.

Location:  Albertson’s Grocery Store in Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Distribution:  900 people

