USDA Food Safety Mobile Day 12 , Wednesday, September 28

Hammond, Louisiana -- Albertson’s Grocery Store

“Roads were fine from the campsite (on the outskirts of Hammond) into Hammond.  Turns out that the town wasn’t hard hit.  It was in the middle of where Katrina and Rita hit, but neither storm hammered it too hard.  There’s some damage, but not as much as other places.

“People here were not in desperate straits…but they appreciated that we were there…  

“We set up outside right in front of the Albertson’s store exit and got practically everyone who came out…

“It was a long day – the event was scheduled for 6 hours -- and when you count setting up and taking down and driving there…it was long.

“We had two volunteers, (Kevin Wager, FSIS and Elizabeth Chatellier, Louisiana State University), who helped us put bags together with publications and supplies ….

“People really liked the refridgerator thermometers because they’re worried that their refrigerators aren’t working right, but have no way to know for sure.  So they were happy to take the refrigerator thermometers to find out if the refrigerator is really at 40 degrees or below and if the freezer is at zero.

“When we got back late to the campground, power was out – there were problems with the circuit – so no power in the whole campground.  Then it became generator city!  Everybody had generators going all over the place – the noisiest generators I ever heard…thought I’d never get any sleep…….

“Luckily, about an hour after going to bed, the power went back on…..so I did get a few hours sleep.

Location: Albertson’s Grocery Store, Hammond, Louisiana

Distribution: 900 people

Weather:  Still in the high nineties and humid

Popular materials:  Refrigerator thermometers

