Saturday, September 24, Sunday, September 25 – Day 8, 9
Gulfport to Slidell
Monday, September 26 – Day 10, morning, Slidell
Tim Leonard, Driver
“On Saturday, when we left Gulfport, it was very windy – more than 25 mph.  All the rest stops on the road were closed – that stretch was bad. (Event on Saturday was cancelled.)
 

“Once we got to Slidell, it was better.  We found a gas station. But they’re rationing gas – only up to $30 per customer.  When we told them what we’re doing down here they let us get $100 worth.  Prices aren’t too bad -- $2.59…then up to $2.79.
 

“When we got to the Slidell Wal-Mart, it was packed!  We were fortunate to find a place to park the Mobile.  There were trailers and campers and all kinds of things, noisy portable generators, and people everywhere.
 

“I met with the store manager on Saturday night.  Sunday was intense.  We no sooner set up than there were lines of people waiting.  
 

“It’s still in the ‘90s here and very humid.  We had a fan going in front of the Mobile and some people came over just to stand in front of the fan.  Then they took a refrigerator thermometer and some of the other hand outs. 
 

“Damage is much less here -- fewer trees down, even the store itself, compared to the ones in other locations -- this one has minimal damage.  Interstates, main roads are better, debris was cleared up.
 

“The store in Slidell is completely running out of food…..the frozen section was gutted….  They’re behind because of the hurricane, and couldn’t get a crew to restock.  Meanwhile people are returning to the area and need things.  People from other parishes are shopping here.  They told us the lines at all the registers stretched way to the back and it took over an hour just to check out. 
 

“I didn’t ask the manager to do in-service announcements because we didn’t need them…people were lined up to see us.
 

“As far as FSIS, we’re doing it the right way…people like to know that we care, so many of them lost everything, they don’t have refrigerators, TV.  They can’t get information, so we’re handing out Clorox, food thermometers and information…they like to know that we care.
 

“I haven’t seen any anger or hostility. An FSIS volunteer (Jeff Wieners, EIAO) asked if we weren’t running into anger.  Maybe some frustration.   
 

 “One very popular publication is “Removing Odors from Refrigerators and Freezers”– and people ask, “Can I have more of this?”   They say, “I have 4 families living at my house.” Lots of people are in that situation – 4 or 5 families in one house.
 

“They really like good practical stuff – refrigerator thermometers and the “Is It Done Yet?” magnets……Clorox, hand sanitizers, baking soda.
 

“When Jeff  (volunteer) came over to help out, he had been to the hospital, where they had passed the word that getting a tetanus shot is the most critical thing.  So we put up a big sign saying that tetanus shots were available at the hospital.
 

“People come by from different agencies, they always say “thank you for being here.”  
“Today (Monday) – it’s not as intense…this store has been open for awhile…schools are in session and people are working…I don’t anticipate that big of a crowd…
 

“But looking ahead, we have 5 events in succession.  Tomorrow, we need to find a place to dump waste …and stock up.  I’m looking forward to making contacts with Red Cross, churches and other volunteers in Hattiesburg and Baton Rouge.  
 

“And it’ll be great to have Janice down here.  (Janice Adams-King, R.N., Public Heath Service Commissioned Corps Officer, a member of Food Safety Education Staff, will be joining Tim on September 29 to work with the Mobile.)
 

Mobile Visitors at Slidell Wal-Mart: 1200 
Promotion:  Not necessary – people lined up
Giveaways: Refrigerator thermometers, liquid bleach, “Removing Odors from Refrigerators and Freezers” pub
Weather: Still in the 90s, very humid
