Wednesday, September 21--Day 5

Ocean Springs & Gulfport, Mississippi
Tim Leonard, Driver

I loaded up about 120 leftover boxes of bleach from yesterday to take over to the FEMA Center in Ocean Springs to hand out. They were immensely pleased to have us there. I set up a table inside and gave away cleaning supplies and educational materials. There were probably about 150 people coming through while I was there—about three hours. They asked a lot of questions about what to throw out and what to keep. 

I loaded up another 46 boxes of leftover cleaning supplies from the last Wal-Mart and drove them over to the Gulfport Wal-Mart. Headquarters said that there are 33 boxes of educational materials trying to catch up to me. Gas is back down to about $2.50 per gallon. Good thing I filled up in Ocean Springs. There was no wait there, but the lines just got bigger and bigger and bigger towards Gulfport.

Things are still in the clean-up stage rather than the repair and rebuild stage. They are saying that just in Ocean Springs, there will be enough debris to fill up 20 football fields 10 feet high. They are starting to burn anything that will burn clean and EPA is monitoring it. There is a layer of ash everywhere. Some good news is that, one by one, local towns are being certified as having safe water again.

I was supposed to meet up with some folks from the Mississippi Department of Education and some school districts to give them some classroom materials. They are still trying to get schools open, so headquarters shipped it to them instead. [More than 600 educational materials, videos, and curriculum kits have been sent to the Itawamba School System. Another 32 curriculum kits were sent to the state education department. More will be sent to other schools in the next few days.]

I finally “checked in” at the Wal-Mart in Gulfport. The manager on duty hadn’t gotten the word from her folks that I was coming then, but she was really helpful in getting me set up for tomorrow. 

The curfew is a little different here--11 p.m. to 6 a.m.--but most stores, restaurants and fast food places are closed up and dark by 7 o’clock. That’s probably why the 33 boxes of materials weren’t able to be delivered. In the meantime, I switched around all the boxes we have in the Mobile now to make room to make the “bed.”

Locations visited: FEMA Disaster Recovery Center in Ocean Springs

Contacts made: Wal-Mart contacts for upcoming visits

High temperature and heat index today: 95, 100

