Tuesday, September 20--Day 4

D’Iberville, Mississippi
Tim Leonard, Driver

“Theo Lee, an FSIS Inspector based in Pascagoula, was dispatched by District Office to help me today. She may be available to help with another visit as well. Dr. David Thompson [Deputy District Manager of the FSIS Jackson field office] was called up on active reserve duty. He is working with shelters and said he could use some food safety materials. I’m going to have headquarters get in touch to see what they can send him there.

“Extra hands are always helpful since we would usually have at least three people working together. I asked the Wal-Mart folks about whether they might know of someone to call about volunteers. Someone mentioned a local pastor. Another Wal-Mart person said she’d see what she could do. Her two nephews came out and helped us for the day. They were nice young guys and helped get most everything taken down in the afternoon too.

“I had them leave out a couple of tables for me at the end. The bleach and baking soda that FSIS ordered for us to give away didn’t arrive until it was time to break down. There was a full palette of each, so I stayed out until the stored closed to hand out as much as I could to the folks still coming through. [Due to curfews, virtually all stores and restaurants are closed by 7 p.m.] There was just too much to haul to the next location for tomorrow. 
The cleaning supplies were a big hit, just like the hand sanitizer. I’ve only got about 3 boxes of hand sanitizer left from the 14 delivered on Sunday. Unfortunately, there have been other hold-ups from shipping delays. I was supposed to receive new disaster materials FSIS created specifically for this area, but they haven’t caught up to me yet. The main giveaway people were interested in today was the refrigerator thermometer.

“It was still hot and they are setting records everyday. Usually, records are broken by one degree. Today broke it by five degrees. I think some people may be coming to Wal-Mart just to get to in the air conditioning. Other RV’s are ‘camped’ at Wal-Mart with all of them sitting out in their lawn chairs. These folks are even sharing generators. When I see them, they all wave and say, ‘Hi.’’

Assistance on site: Theo Lee, an FSIS Inspector, based in Pascagoula; two nephews of Pamela Carlisle, Wal-Mart Training Coordinator

Mobile visitors at D’Iberville Wal-Mart: 1,500-1,750

Other locations visited: Ocean Springs FEMA Disaster Recovery Center

Media coverage: News story on WLOX-TV (ABC channel 13) based in Biloxi, brought a number of people asking for refrigerator thermometers. A regional reporter for Gannett News Service also interviewed Tim. 

High temperature and heat index today: 95, 100+
