ALERT:  Emergency Relief Solicitations from Sources External to FSIS
 

In the days, weeks, and months ahead, solicitations for emergency relief donations might be arriving in your Outlook mailbox from sources external to USDA and FSIS.  Please be aware that USDA and FSIS are not in a position to evaluate the credibility of these external solicitations, and the possibility exists that some of these solicitations might be scams.  Solicitations from external sources should be disregarded.  External sources can be identified by the e-mail address, which will reflect a non-USDA sender.

 

If you receive persistent or repeated e-mail solicitations from the same external source, please forward such messages to Unsolicited E-mail. We will relay that information to the Department and request that they filter e-mail from the site and block messages to USDA users.

 

USDA and FSIS recognize the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) as a trusted vehicle for donating money to the Katrina hurricane relief effort.  In response to inquiries by Federal employees and agencies, the Office of Personnel Management is making available on its CFC website (www.opm.gov/cfc) a downloadable CFC pledge card.  For your convenience, a list of the CFC participating charities identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (www.fema.gov) as involved in disaster relief efforts is also provided in addition to the complete list of national CFC participating charities in the event donors wish to give to additional charities.  Employees wishing to donate to the hurricane relief effort might also refer to their local newspapers for the names of recognized relief organizations that are accepting donations toward this effort.  Finally, USDA’s website (www.usda.gov) has information on Katrina relief and a link to www.FirstGov.gov , which site includes information such as commonly asked questions regarding how to give safely.  The website also includes a link to www.USAfreedomcorps.gov ,.which site includes information about the formation of the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund, the various State Emergency Relief Funds, and several humanitarian organizations and coalitions.

